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The present skate park at Epworth United Methodlst Church needs some upgrades The church hopes to raise $50, 000 to build concrete elements

to replace the delicate plywood ones pictured above. sTAFF PHOTO BY JON BLEIWEIS

Skate park brings the masses to church

$50,000 in community donations will help
build new facility on church grounds

By Jon Bleiweis
Staff Writer

REHOBOTH BEACH — There’s
no separation of church and
skate at Epworth United Meth-
odist Church.

In the beginning — April
2008, to be specific — there was
aborrowed halfpipe in the park-
ing lot of Epworth United Meth-
odist Church. Fast forward two
months, and more than 125 kids
brought their skateboards and
homemade ramps to Epworth to
celebrate National Skate Day.

When it came time for the
church to return the halfpipe to
its owner, Derek Shockro, own-
er of Liquid, he told them they
could keep it. After all, he said,
the money for the halfpipe

came from public donations.

In the five years since its
first skate day, the church has
collected several ramps, rails
and platforms, and they are
scattered along the back of its
parking lot. The defacto skate
park has earned quite the fol-
lowing, according to the Rev.
Dr. Pat Loughlin, associate pas-
tor for the church.

For skateboarders, it’s been
a mecca for them to practice
their sport, as long as Mother
Nature cooperates. And Lough-
lin has been along for the ride
the entire time. Her office win-
dow looks out to the skate park,
and when the weather is nice,
she enjoys opening the window
and listening to the sounds of
the decks hitting the boards.

Proposed concept plans for the new skate park at Epworth United
Methodist Church are shown. COURTESY EPWORTH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

She often takes breaks from
sitting at her desk to look out-
side to see who’s there. When
she walks to her car, “Revpat,”
as the steadily growing popula-
tion of skaters call her, waves to
them and asks how they are
doing.

The skaters are practically a
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second family for Loughlin. She
is passionate about the sport to
begin with because three of her
children grew up skating.
Throughout the years, she has
been invited to do a wedding for
a skater family and hopes to do
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a baptism for another.

“It’s a wonderful feeling,” she said.
“It’s great to know that it’s being used.
It’s great to know that the skaters feel at
home here.”

Now the church is hoping to create a
more permanent base for the skaters. Its
board of trustees approved the enhance-
ments, under the condition that funds
were raised independently from the
church.

The goal is to raise $50,000 by Oct. 15
to fund the construction of a concrete
pyramid and a bowl with a drop-in, two
elements that will cater to skaters of all
skills, Loughlin said. A design has been
made by Jesse Clayton of Pennsylvania-
based Fifth Pocket Design.

Should the money be raised by the
goal, the park should be completed by
the end of the year, Loughlin said, adding
the parking spots allocated for the skate
park would be back, as well.

“If we’re going to support skaters, we
want them to be safe,” she said. “We
want them to have a good place to skate.”

With most of the skate park’s obsta-
cles made out of plywood, their heavy
usage requires constant maintenance
and repairs so skaters don’t catch splin-
ters and the ramps don’t get warped, ac-
cording to James West, a frequent skater
at Epworth. He said it’s been “ablessing”
to have Epworth allow skaters to skate
on their property and not be hassled by
police, but he’s eager for the
improvements.

“It would really mean a lot to have
somewhere actually legitimate (to
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These ramps are here for you to use FREF of charge.

We only ask that you obey a few simple rules.
Please respect our property and members.
We want you to have fun while you are here.

2 “PLEASE DONOT ‘
LITTER, USE VULGAR LANGUAGE
0 SMOKING OR ALCOHOL ARE PERMITTED IN THIS AREA

This sign welcomes skaters to the Epworth United Methodist Chu
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skate),” he said. “It would really be an
awesome thing, and it would keep a lot of
kids out of trouble.”

The plywood is simply a safety issue,
according to Susan Selph, a church
member who has been coordinating
fundraising efforts and watches her son
skate at Epworth.

“Concrete is not a problem and that’s
the solution to that,” she said. “It makes
it safer for skaters, it’s easier to
maintain and it’s a heck of a lot more
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attractive.”

She said the skate park brings a di-
verse group of people together, from a
high school dropout to a valedictorian, a
6-year-old to someone in their early 40s,
or someone in low-income housing to
someone who has been in private school
since kindergarten.

While the fundraising is in its early
stages, Selph said she is optimistic that
the money will be raised in time, based
on the support she has received already.

both Beach.
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To make a tax-deduct-
ible donation for the
skate park, visit
eumcrb.org/sk8. Dona-
tion buckets are avail-
able at Alley Oop in
Dewey Beach, East of
Maui in Lewes and
Dewey Beach, as well as
Sierra Moon and Liquid
in Rehoboth Beach.

Shockro has been excited to see the
skating community evolve at Epworth
throughout the years and looks forward
to what comes next.

“The skaters have been anticipating
this for along time,” he said. “Hopefully
the momentum can pick up and we can
see this come to fruition.”
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