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“Sure, at 84 you’re going to have plenty of problems. But I feel
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The lawsuit related to the
death of Vernetta Harmon
was filed on behalf of
seven of her family
members.

I haven’t been warned yet by the Lord that my time is up.”
BISHOP ISAAC JENKINS SR.

Here to stay
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Lawsuit:
Dialysis
delay
proved
deadly
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Bishop Isaac Jenkins Sr. of Macedonia Baptist Church in Pocomoke City sits in the choir room of his church. Growing up in Portsmouth,
Virginia, he was the only one of S.M. Jenkins’ seven children who wanted to follow in his father’s footsteps and become a pastor.

In her final days, Vernetta “Becky”
Harmon had become a walking medical dictionary.
By April 2012, her heart was failing,
her breathing was labored and fluid
was building in her legs. After years of
heart trouble and grappling with Type
II diabetes, her kidneys, doctors told
her, had stopped working.
She would need dialysis for the rest
of her life. But at her first appointment,
she was turned away for lack of a physician’s order.
That was on a Saturday morning. On
the following Monday night, Harmon
collapsed at her Fruitland home and
died. She was 37.
A Wicomico County jury soon might
end up deciding whether the mother of
five’s death was preventable.
Several of Harmon’s closest family
members are suing two of her medical
providers: Peninsula Regional Medical
Center, whose staff was in charge of
writing the physician’s order for her dialysis; and Bio-medical Applications of
Maryland, whose dialysis clinics bear
the name of its parent company, Fresenius Medical Care.

“In a patient like this, you

Isaac Jenkins Sr. was called to pastor at Macedonia Baptist
in Pocomoke in 1960. Fifty-five years later, he’s still there
JON BLEIWEIS

can’t just send them away
and hope for the best three
days later.”
STUART SALSBURY, ATTORNEY

I

STAFF WRITER

saac Jenkins Sr. didn’t want to
simply preach. He wanted to pastor.
He wanted a flock of people he
could call his own, and he wanted
the chance to meet people not just
in Maryland, but in all the land.
Growing up in Portsmouth, Virginia,
he was the only one of S.M. Jenkins’ seven children who wanted to follow in his
father’s footsteps and become a pastor.
Where S.M. Jenkins went to preach, so
would his son.
He remembers watching his father
preach on street corners, standing by his
side. And when he finished, he would
take his father’s hat and go from porch to
porch to collect money.
The first step in attaining that goal
was to become a pastor.
When the pastor resigned at Macedonia Baptist Church in Pocomoke City, a
pastor and friend of Jenkins’ father, the
Rev. James Mark Douglas, suggested to
the church’s officers they give Isaac a
chance.
After being invited to preach for the
first time, they invited him to do so again
four more times. He was getting restless
and wanted resolution. After the fifth
preaching, the officers talked with him
and offered the pastor position.
“That was the best thing I heard in I
See JENKINS, Page 2A

Bishop Isaac Jenkins Sr. of Macedonia Baptist Church in Pocomoke City stands outside his
church. He’s been preaching at the church for 55 years.

IF YOU GO
BISHOP ISAAC JENKINS SR. 55TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
When: 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 26
Where: Pocomoke Community Center, 1410 Market St., Pocomoke City
Call: 443-235-9727

The lawsuit, filed last month in Wicomico Circuit Court, asserts that the
hospital and the clinic bungled her appointment and that she died needlessly
because of it.
“It’s something that should never
have occurred and this woman should
never have died,” said the family’s attorney, Stuart Salsbury, in an interview. “We feel a number of things were
done wrong.”
He declined to make Harmon’s family members available for comment for
this story.
Attorneys for Peninsula Regional
and Fresenius vigorously deny the
charges.
Harmon’s death was caused by “preexisting general health,” a Fresenius
attorney argued in one written response. The attorney, Ryan Duffy, declined to comment for this story.
A spokesman for Peninsula Regional said he can’t talk publicly about the
case while the litigation is pending.
The suit doesn’t specify a dollar
amount sought in damages. Maryland
caps non-economic malpractice claims
at $887,500.
The lawsuit was filed on behalf of
seven family members: Harmon’s two
adult daughters, Diane and Shanetta;
an adult son, DeShawn; two minor children; her father, Steve; and her mother,
Diane Drummond.
See LAWSUIT, Page 2A
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Bishop Isaac Jenkins Sr. of Macedonia Baptist Church in Pocomoke City sits in his office. The community celebrates 55 years of his preaching in Pocomoke on Sept. 26.

Jenkins
Continued from Page 1A

don’t know when,” he said. “They called
me as pastor on that Sunday, the first
Sunday of October 1960.”
Once named pastor, he thought he
would stay three or four years, with the
hope of being called to a larger congregation.
“It didn’t turn out that way because of
the way people treated me and my family,” he said about the kindness of the Pocomoke community. “It seemed to me
the thoughts left me about moving somewhere else.”
Fifty-five years later, he’s still there.
“Baptist preachers do stay long,” said
Shelia Nelson, the church’s clerk and
corresponding secretary. “But 55 years?
It just wasn’t anything we would’ve
thought about.”

Lawsuit
Continued from Page 1A

Court documents give this account of
what happened during Harmon’s last
days:
Suffering from breathing problems
and swelling in the lower half of her
body, Harmon was admitted at Peninsula
Regional Medical Center on April 10,
2012. She spent 10 days at the hospital
during which she was diagnosed with
end-stage renal disease, the last stage of
chronic kidney disease.
A hospital employee made her an appointment for the day after her discharge at the Fresenius location on South
Division Street in Salisbury. But when
Harmon showed up that Saturday morning, a staff member told her that Fresenius didn’t have a physician’s order for the
visit.
“We don’t know where the mix-up
was, but there was definitely some mixup within Fresenius,” Salsbury said.
She went home that Saturday morning with the promise that a spot would be
available for her on Tuesday. A Fresenius employee called Harmon later that
Saturday to say the clinic now had her referral in hand.
Instead of bringing her in immediately, the caller told her to still come in on
Tuesday.
At 7 p.m. on Monday, April 23, 2012,
Harmon fell ill and was rushed in an ambulance to the hospital, where she was

Over the years, the congregation rose
from fewer than 100 when he started to
as many as 400 members. There are currently about 300, he said.
Winnette Dennis, a parishioner at the
church for 65 years, remembers when
Jenkins started. To this day, she finds
him to be humble, understanding and patient, just like when he started.
“He preaches the Word and he lives
by it,” she said.
Bunacee Cooks, a member of the
church for 52 years, described him as reliable. From feeding the hungry to helping troubled youths, she and the rest of
the community know he is dependable.
“Any time you need someone to talk
to, he’s always there,” she said. “He’ll
never turn you down.”
When the church built a new building
in 1990, that’s when Jenkins knew he was
here to stay.
“I felt they had this much confidence
in me ... I was in it for the long haul,” he
said.

pronounced dead.
Fresenius, the lawsuit claims, failed
to make enough effort to look for
Harmon’s referral. When staff
members couldn’t find it, they should
have checked to see if her condition
required immediate care. At the least,
the family’s attorneys argue, she
should have been immediately referred to the hospital for emergency
dialysis.
“In a patient like this, you can’t just
send them away and hope for the best
three days later,” Salsbury said. “There
needs to be an evaluation made at the
time to see what needs to be done.”
Salsbury also said he needs more information about what happened to the
referral. If further investigation reveals that Peninsula Regional employees made no mistakes, Salsbury added,
the hospital will be dropped from the
suit.
Fresenius operates a network of
more than 2,100 clinics nationwide,
making it the largest provider of dialysis services in North America, according to the company’s website.
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services publishes a website that
offers information about the quality of
care provided at dialysis centers
across the country and ranks them on a
scale of up to five stars. The Fresenius
location on South Division, the site
shows, has received one star.
jcox6@dmg.gannett.com
410-845-4630
On Twitter @Jeremy_Cox
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Now 84, Bishop Jenkins continues to
deliver weekly sermons while running
his Save the Youth crime prevention program during the week, which he started
in 1980.
The Lord told him he needed to work
beyond the pulpit and go out to where
crimes were being committed and help
troubled youths, he said.
“I felt if I’m going to be a pastor, it was
not enough to just to preach to the good
people and let the others go astray and
forget them,” he said. “No, no, no. I’m going to lay aside some of my pleasure and
get out there where they are.”
At night and on Saturdays, he’ll prepare for his Sunday routine. He asks the
Lord to give him a message his congregation needs to hear. Then he gets his Bible and studies chapter after chapter.
“The one that lays on me the hardest,
that’s the one I turn to, then tell the Lord
to give me the strength to preach,” he
said.
It’s a routine he’ll continue until he

can’t any longer.
“Sure, at 84 you’re going to have plenty of problems,” he said. “But I feel I
haven’t been warned yet by the Lord that
my time is up.”
The congregation is setting up a 55th
anniversary celebration for Jenkins at
the Pocomoke Community Center on
Saturday, Sept. 26. It’s something he never thought would happen and he doesn’t
ask for the recognition.
But his congregation wants to thank
him.
“I think the greatest thing that happened to the people of Pocomoke who
went to Macedonia was to get a man of
valor and a man of humility,” Nelson
said. “We got all of this packaged into one
fine young man when he came. It has just
continued throughout the 55 years he has
been pastor.”
jbleiweis@dmg.gannett.com
443-210-8125
On Twitter @JonBleiweis

Want to skate at city
park? You’ll need sticker
STAFF REPORT

Construction of Phase 1 of the Salisbury Skatepark is well underway, and
the new facility may be completed
ahead of schedule. Therefore, the city
of Salisbury is now accepting registrations for the Salisbury Skatepark, so
that skaters will be ready to use the facility as soon as it opens.
All skaters must be appropriately
registered with the city’s Department
of Community Development.
Skaters 18 years of age and older
must complete and sign a waiver and
release form and obtain a Salisbury
Skatepark registration sticker. This
sticker must be displayed prominently
on your skating helmet in order to enter
and skate in the park. All skaters under
the age of 18 must have the waiver

Student charged after
teammate is beaten in school
(AP) — Police and school officials
say a football player at a Baltimore
high school has been charged with
attempted murder after a teammate
was brutally beaten in an attack captured on video that was posted online.
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signed by a parent or legal guardian.
Visit www.ci.salisbury.md.us and go
to the Salisbury Skatepark page for
more information. The Skatepark page
can be found under the Information Center section and in the Important Links
box. It includes downloadable versions
of the Salisbury Skatepark rules of use
and the waiver and release form, as well
as other important information.
The City of Salisbury – Department of
Community Development will have a
Salisbury Skatepark registration table
set up at the 3rd Friday event in Downtown Salisbury on Friday from 5 to 8 p.m.
in the grassy area in front of the old
courthouse.
Salisbury Skatepark registration
stickers may also be obtained by mail.
Visit the webpage for the necessary
forms and information.

Police say the 17-year-old student at
Frederick Douglass High beat his teammate in the cafeteria about noon
Wednesday after asking the teammate
if he stole his football helmet visor.
The Baltimore Sun, quoting charging
documents, says the youth suffered a
concussion, broken nose and other
injuries to his head and face.
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