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YOUNG HEART
& OLD SOUL
in harmony
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at

Musical duo with 40-year age difference
strikes a chord with resort audiences
By Jon Bleiweis
Staff Writer

“Divine intervention”
One day in February, Diem and Luckenbill met
to play for the first time. That night, Diem convinced him to perform together at an open mic
night at Delaware Distilling Co. near Rehoboth
Beach.
At first, he didn’t expect the relationship to
last long. Perhaps they’d play for a few hours,
maybe he’d join her one night when she was playing and sing a song or two, he thought.
But positive feedback from the February performance led the duo to meet again in May, when
they decided to play shows more often.
“Once we started working together, it was
pretty obvious we were going to keep working
together,” he said. “It was an instant click. We
knew we were going to be playing together for a
long time.”
Meeting Luckenbill gave her a purpose during
a time of struggle, Diem said, and the musical
project has given her a reason to heal faster.
“He came in and it was like divine intervention,” she said. “When you know what your purpose is in life and you’re not living it, it kind of
takes the zest out of life. Mark coming in, I never
thought it would take off like this.”
They have performed together regularly since
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Musical act Mark and Glenda play at Ambrosia Restaurant on Wilmington Avenue in Rehoboth Beach.

FYI

If you’re looking to listen to Mark and Glenda live, the duo is scheduled to play at Ambrosia in downtown Rehoboth
Beach from 6-9 p.m. Aug. 15 and 29, Sept. 5, and Oct. 10, 17 and 31. The pair will also play during the Rehoboth Beach
Jazz Festival Oct. 16-18.

June, and Luckenbill will drive from his Pennsylvania home to Diem’s home near Millsboro to
practice a few days before each show. Diem’s
friends think she has had more energy since the
two musicians partnered up, and Luckenbill
agrees.
“We’ll have a performance and it’ll be over at
10 (p.m.),” he said. “She’ll call me at (midnight)
excited and amped up, and we’ll talk about the
performance for an hour.”

High notes
Finding the perfect musical act for a restaurant can be a challenge in Rehoboth Beach. Ambrosia co-owner Christos Sfetsas said he looks for
bands that are family-friendly and provide a nice
soundtrack to an evening meal and conversation.
He met Diem about three months ago, and
she’s played at his restaurant twice a week, when
she is able to play.
“For my crowd, I think she’s the best,” he said.
The addition of Luckenbill, a singer, came as a
surprise to Sfetsas last month.
“I was skeptical, I got to say,” he said. “I didn’t
know how the reaction was going to be with the
voice and all that. But this guy really does make a
big difference. Two weeks ago, I had lines outside
the door.”
Mark and Glenda, as the duo is known onstage,
set up shop at the front of the restaurant next to
the bar, with their backs facing the window that
looks out to Wilmington Avenue. Diem uses an
iPad app to keep track of the set list and to display chords for each song, while Luckenbill, to
her right, uses a large binder with pages full of
lyrics and a hand-written set list on the margin, to
keep track of his spot in the show. An mp3 player
hooked to an amplifier provides backup tracks
and vocals to complement Diem on guitar and
Luckenbill’s vocals.
Less than 10 feet in front of them are high-top
tables where patrons eat dinner, and to their immediate right is the bar, where patrons enjoy a
beverage. On a recent Friday night, they provided the soundtrack, in the form of three sets from
6-9 p.m. They played for about 45 minutes at a
time, then took a break to interact with the customers.
While the first set consisted of some calmer
dinner music, during the second set, the duo transitioned with ease from Elvis Presley’s “Good

Luck Charm” to “Two Piña Coladas” by Garth
Brooks, to Frank Sinatra’s “Witchcraft,” as a late
crowd began to fill up the restaurant.
At different venues, depending on the audience, one or the other will take charge with ideas
for the show’s set list, Luckenbill said. If they’re
playing at a beach bar, he’ll provide input on what
younger people want to hear, in terms of what’s
on the radio. If they’re playing at the Independence community in Millsboro, Diem will have
ideas for songs the older audience will enjoy.
“We don’t really have a limit,” he said.
For Nancy Hewish of Rehoboth Beach, who
has visited the resort city since 1980, the duo
provides a relaxing atmosphere and a nice
change of pace from the younger bands that typically rock out Rehoboth venues, she said.
“I don’t even think about that,” she said, when
asked about the 40-year age difference between
the performers. “I don’t associate age with Glenda because she’s so young at heart.”

“Goodness seeks to share itself”
Mark and Glenda have gigs set through October at Ambrosia, including during the Rehoboth
Beach Jazz Festival in mid-October, in addition to
some private performances. Sfetsas wants them
to play at his restaurant next year.
The duo has been asked to create an album. It’s
a possibility later this year, they said. Both have
been writing original songs, and Diem has a recording studio in her basement. They play each
other’s songs from time to time at live shows.
But for now, they’ll keep learning new songs,
at a rate of two to four per week, and continue to
play together and learn from each other.
“We’re just having fun,” Diem said.
“That’s the name of the game,” Luckenbill
responded.
As for Conroy, she’s not surprised the pair has
been successful. Throughout the course of the
partnership, she has noticed Luckenbill blossom
under Diem’s tutelage, and so has Diem, under
Luckenbill’s gift of song.
“One of my favorite sayings is ‘goodness seeks
to share itself,’ ” she said. “Finally, we got them
sharing one another’s talents.”
jbleiweis@dmg.gannett.com
443-210-8125
On Twitter @JonBleiweis
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Terry Conroy had a feeling it was going to
work out. After all, she was the matchmaker.
Her Rehoboth Beach neighbors, Roger and
Mari Luckenbill, have a son, Mark, who studied
vocal performance at the University of Maryland. From a young age, he knew he wanted to
perform and do so for a living. It was something
that came naturally to him, he said.
He graduated in 2012 with the intent of pursuing opera, which he studied in school, but he realized it wasn’t the best career move fresh out of
college and decided to switch gears. He sang at
weddings for a while, then started to write his
own music and promote it over social media. In
November, he started recording 15-second clips
of covers and posted them on Instagram, where
his account, @markluckenbill, has more than
6,200 followers. He’s 25.
Meanwhile, Conroy’s friend, 65-year-old Glenda Diem, has an impressive musical pedigree of
her own. In the 1960s, she was the guitarist for
Girly Action, a band she described as “a hot ticket
item” which performed in popular bars in Manhattan. She then studied jazz guitar for five years
in Harlem and performed in various pit bands for
shows.
She retired to Delaware in 2008, and since then
wrote the music for an independent film titled
“Final Gifts,” which came out in 2009. She also
played in the Rehoboth Beach Jazz Festival in
2012, as well as several local gigs.
“Glenda is exquisitely talented,” Conroy said.
“You would have to search a long time before you
can find anyone better than her. She’s so very
talented and so accomplished.”
On July 1, 2013, she was diagnosed with breast
cancer for the fourth time, stage 3 this time,
which led to a series of surgeries two days later.
It took nearly two weeks for her just to pick up a
guitar after the mastectomy, and she was able to
only in short instances. She has regained the
strength to play longer now, though she continues
to receive treatments about every three weeks,
which sidelines her for about a week each time.
Knowing the two musicians and their accomplishments, Conroy set out to have them play
together. Maybe Diem would be able to teach
Luckenbill a trick or two, she thought. The fact
there was a 40-year age gap didn’t cross her
mind.
“What entered my mind is they were so gifted,
so very talented, there’s no way it could miss,”
she said. “I wasn’t thinking Broadway, but I wanted to see what would happen when two really
gifted people came together in the same room
and see what they could do to each other’s talent.”

