Bidens
vacation in
Rehoboth

Jill signs her book, while
Joe strolls the Avenue

By Jon Bleiweis
Staff Writer

REHOBOTH BEACH — With the Fourth of July
on a Wednesday, many people made the
decision to take a few days off after the holiday
and give themselves a long weekend.

Vice President Joe Biden was among them.

The vice president and his wife, Jill Biden,
made the trip to Rehoboth Beach on Thursday
and will stay at “The Nation’s Summer Capital”
until Sunday:.

According to the White House, the vice
president has no public events scheduled
during his stay. A staff member for Biden said
he was unavailable for interviews during his
personal vacation.

While in town, Jill Biden made an appearance
at Browseabout Books on Rehoboth Avenue,
signing copies of her new children’s book,
“Don’t Forget, God Bless Our Troops.”

The second lady’s book, illustrated by Ratil
Colén, tells the story through a child’s eyes of
what family life is like when a parent is abroad
at war. Inspiration for the story came from her
granddaughter, Natalie.

Store owner Steve Crane said the Bidens are
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Vice President Joe Biden walked the streets of
Rehoboth Beach on Thursday, shaking hands
and greeting people.
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no strangers to the store, as they
have been customers there for
years. Five hundred copies of
her book were available for
purchase to be signed.

“It’s just all great. We try to
bring as many authors to
Rehoboth and have as many
events as possible,” he said.
“This has got to be in the Top S
that we’ve had.”

The line to meet Jill Biden
started forming around 12:30
p.m. for the 2 p.m. signing.

First in line were Lee Shenker
and his 6-year-old daughter,
Elyssa, who wanted the chance
to meet someone famous and get
her book signed.

“I've always been wanting to
meet the vice president’s wife,”
she said. “I’m really interested in
all that kind of stuff.”

Behind them were U.S. Navy
Lt. Jeffrey Ross, his wife, Tricia,
and their four children. The
family is in the middle of a
military move from North
Carolina to Virginia and
happened to be in Rehoboth for
the week visiting family when
they learned about the signing.

“It’s very hard to find books
that are actually written for
military children because each
child goes through a different

story when their loved one is
deployed,” Tricia Ross said. “So
it’s nice to actually have a book
that the children can relate to
and that parents can read to
them or they can read on their
own.”

During the signing, the vice
president made a cameo at
Browseabout Books and then
strolled along Rehoboth Avenue,
stopping at local shops and
taking photos with members of
the public.

Rick, Holly and Hilary Gelfond
of North Potomac, Md., had an
impromptu photo opportunity
with the vice president.

“He’s an extremely friendly
guy,” Rick Gelfond said. “He
acted the way our impression
was of him beforehand. He
seems like a real genuine person.

Madisin Dosa, a recent Cape
Henlopen High School graduate
and an employee at The Ice
Cream Store in Rehoboth, took a

brief walk with the vice
president  along  Rehoboth
Avenue.

“I just turned around and I
said, ‘it’s nice to meet you’ and he
kind of caught up with me,” she
said. “We talked about college
because I just graduated, that
kind of stuff. It felt pretty
normal, it was pretty cool.”

Rehoboth Beach City Manager
Gregory Ferrese said he’s
honored to have the Bidens
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Jill Biden signed copies of her children’s book at Browseabout Books in Rehoboth Beach on Thursday.
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vacation in the resort city. In
Ferrese’s 30 years in his position,
he said he’s seen many
dignitaries  visit = Rehoboth,
including Al Gore, Chelsea
Clinton and Laura Bush.

“He’s done a lot for the state of
Delaware and the city of
Rehoboth Beach,” he said about
vice president Biden. “He’s
always been there for the city,
and it’s a privilege and honor for
him to vacation in Rehoboth
Beach and stay in Delaware
instead of going somewhere
else.”

Warren Jones, spokesman for
the Rehoboth Beach Volunteer
Fire Company, said while the
department doesn’t have a
specific mission, it supported the
Secret Service by housing its
vehicles at Fire Station 1.

“It’s always an honor for the
fire company to support the
Secret  Service and the
protection of the vice president,”
he said.

Police Chief Keith Banks said
his department assisted in the
protection as well, but declined
to say to what extent.

“Any time the Secret Service
asks for our help, we help them
out,” he said.
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